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maintain that nations are never their own masters
here below, and that they necessarily obey some in-
surmountable and unintelligent power, arising from
anterior events, from their race, or from the soil and
climate of their country. Such principles are false
'and cowardly; such principles can never produce
aught but feeble men and pusillanimous nations.
Providence has not created mankind entirely inde-
pendent or entirely free. It is true that around every
man a fatal circle is traced, beyond which he cannot
pass; but within the wide verge of that circle he is
powerful and free : as it is \vith man, so with com-
munities. The nations of our time cannot prevent
the conditions of men from becoming equal ; but it
depends upon themselves whether the principle of
equality is to lead them to servitude or freedom, to
knowledge or barbarism, to prosperity or to wretched-
ness.